i82                                 1500-1660

public denunciation. Between 1534 and 1634 the population o
England, stationary for two centuries after the Great Pestilence
rose 50 per cent., and that of London was multiplied five times
The feeding of the capital city during the latter part of ft-
sixteenth century became a problem of national importance
In the chapter on Tudor government we shall see how this in
fluenced the statesmen of the time and was a check on the to<
rapid development of a mercantile policy.

The increase of London's population was due to the expansioi
of its trade, which in the two centuries 1500-1700 rose fron
40 per cent, to 80 per cent, of that of the whole nation. Th
situation caused a curious reversal of mediaeval policy; i
became the business of the municipal government to attrac
corn to the city and for this purpose it fixed, not maximun
prices as in the old days, but minimum. ' Whatsoever person
that will bryng Whete or Rye good swetc and merchantable t<
this Citie to be sold shall have for every quarter of Whete x&
and for every quarter of Rye 6s. 8d.' Non-citizens were free<
from toll if they brought corn, and foreign merchants encouragei
to import it. Lastly, a regular system of storing was adoptei
and a large granary established at the Bridgchouse. Fror
1543-65 constant storage was made and the corn sold wheneve
the market supplies grew small. In 1578 the duty of keepin,
the granary full was handed over to the gilds, and the systen
only died out slowly during the seventeenth century.

It can easily be seen that the supply of a city holding 5 pe
cent, of the whole population of the country must have givei
a stimulus to corn growing. Up to 1500 London grew its ow
corn or drew it from its immediate neighbourhood, but duniij
the sixteenth century its needs took it farther afield. Not onl'
Kent and Berkshire were drawn on, but Suffolk, Norfolk, an<
even distant Yorkshire, with occasional contributions fron
Bristol or Newcastle. Lynn, in particular, which was the market
centre for the groat basin of the Ousc, sent increasing quantitie
to London ; by 1600 it was shipping to the metropolis sometime
as much as 10,000 quarters in a year.